
Mrs, George B, de Forrest
Has a Narrow Escape at

an Unique Frolic.

Champagne Bottles Seized and
Broken to Quench the

Spreading Blaze.

Almost a Tragic Ending for a Decidedly
Fancy Dress Affair at '-Jimmy"

Breese's Studio.

SOCIAL CREME DE LA CREME PRESENT,

Host Was Dressed as a Turk, His Studio Was
a Cafe Chantant, and Societ) Belies

Were the Bar¬
maids.

This is the tale of a fashionable frolic
that very nearly ended in a tragedy. All
of the participants In the affair were

sworn to secrecy, but as murder will out,
so will lire.
The fire which sobered the spirits of the

frolickers and threw some of the grandes
dames present into hysterics, consumed
part of the very fetching fancy toilette
worn by Mrs. George B. de Forrest. As
no water was available, the flames were

extinguished with champagne.
The scene of the revel, which so nar¬

rowly escaped ending disastrously, was

the studip of James Lawrence Breese, at
No. 5 West Sixteenth street. Mr. Breese
is a product of Tuxedo, and is a decided
original. As such he is persona grata in
the fashionable world, where novelty is
at a premium. Having attained high pro¬
ficiency as an amateur photographer, he
adopted that craft a his Held of labor, and
becine the fad of the hour. His "carbon
studio" is a favorite resort of the Four
Hundred, and is made the scene of period!-

Wall Street Records Show a
Decline in the Prop¬

erties He Left,

Lack of Unity of Purpose of the
Heirs Said to Threaten the

Fortune's Cohesion.

Manhattan Elevated, Missouri Pacific
and Western Union Telegraph

All Show Declines.

ABSENCE OF A MASTER HAND NOTED.

Interests of the Gould Children So Divsrging
That the Colossal Fortune Is Not Kept

Compact Like That of the
Vanderbilts.

On Thursday, when other stocks
were going up all ulong the line,
Gould shares dropped in value.
Yesterday, when all share* were

tumbllrg. those controlled by the

cal entertainments, which arc* designed to
be unique.
Such an entertainment was given in the

email hours yesterday morning, when the
unprogrammed conflagration of Mrs. de
Forrest's skirts added to the occasion a

feature more deserving the qualification
"unique" than the quaintest of Mr. Breese's
Inventions.
The host received his guests in the cos¬

tume of an Arab sheik. He is a man of
commanding presence, with a dark beard,
and looked the part very well, indeed.
Mrs. Breese, made up as a Spanish dancing
girl, helped him to welcome the guests.
They were a gay and a picturesque horde

who invaded the studio as the clock struck
twelve. James J. Van Alen and Hermann
Oelrichs impersonated Dutch burghers;
Winthrop Chanler and Miss Wilmerding
posed as members of the Salvation Army
and rattled their tambourines incessantly;
James Gerard, Jr., was a handsome Hun¬
garian hussar; Craig Wadsworth and Willie
Tiffany were court jesters; Miss "Birdie"
Fair wore the ruff of Folly; Cooper Hewitt
and Whitney Warren were turoaned Turks;
Creigbton Webb's well-known legs were

displayed to advantage beneath a long
Spanish cloak; Dickie Peters was as proud
of his appearance iD a suit of pajamas and
a high hat as if he had uttered an epi¬
gram; Mrs. de Koven wore a Spanish cos¬
tume and danced; Miss Elsie Clews was a

Swiss peasanr, Miss Duer a French mar¬
quise, Miss Hoffman an Assyrian dancer,
Elliott Gregory a French costermonger,
George Munzig was Paderewski. Harry Mc-
Vlckar an Eton schoolboy, and Edward
Crowninshield a clown.
Loud were the expressions, of delightwhen it was perceived that the irrepressible

Breese had fixed up his studio to represent
a cafe chantant. for there i$ nothing de-
lights the fashionable world more than to

eat being real questionable and shady,
that was not all. The illusion was car¬

ried to an amazing extent, and when the
guests had stopped laughing at the result,
they murmured:
"How clever! Oh. Mr. Breese, how well

you do these things!"
In addition to the costumed guest®, there

were four real black men in Oriental garb,
and live real Armenians from Coney Island.
But nobody paid much attention to these
people, when there was so much that was
artificial to be admired.
The cafe chantant entertainment was as

good as such society imitations generally
are. Mrs. Carroll Beckwith. the wife of
the artist, sang Spanish songs. Mrs. J.
Clinch Smith did plantation dances in a
salmon pink dress, with her face blacked.
One of the guests impersonated Li Hung
Chang, and "guyed" individuals among bis
audience.

It was just after supper that the real ex¬
citement occurred. During the repast
many "original" pranks were played, among
others the scattering abroad of matches.
Mrs. George B. de Forrest trod on one of
these matches when she arose from the
table and it ignited.
The next instant a sheet of flame shot

up the front of her fluffy white skirt. She
ecreamed, and so did everybody else. Half
a dozen men shouted half a dozen different
directions. Mrs. de Forrest showed a dis¬
position to rush from the studio, but before
she could reach the door she was uncere¬
moniously tripped up by Stanford White.
"Water! Water!" shouted WortbingtonWhitehouse. who was dressed in the scar¬

let robes of a cardinal.
But there was ,«ot so much as a pint of

water in the studio. Tn this emergency
some genius conceived the idea of quench¬ing the flames with champagne, of which
there was no lack. The rest of the com¬
pany grasped quickly at the Idea, and the
necks had been knocked off half a dozen
bottles in a moment. The sparkling liquidproved an efficient extinguisher, and Mrs.
de Forrest was soon led.sobbing, tremb¬
ling. with the remnants of a charred skirt
clinging to her.to recover her composureIn her hostess's apartment.
And everybody agreed that "Jimmy"Breese had indeed given a unique enter¬

tainment.

\

children of the great financier
dropped rather faster than the oth¬
ers.

Why?
Up and down Wall Street, that financial

world wherein men are content to win or
lose a prince's ransom on the strength of
a rumor untraced and untraceable, there
is a strong belief that the great Gould
fortune, built to its colossal size by Jay
Gould, who worked and schemed so ably,
is breaking up at last.and that the proper¬
ties which delighted-, his thrifty soul are

sinking under a hammering produced by
lack of confidence.
These properties are the Wabash, in

which the family has a large interest; the
Texas Pacific, which it absolutely controls;
the St. Louis Southwestern, known as
"Eddie Gould's road"; the Manhattan Ele¬
vated, in which tha family has an enor¬
mous interest, even greater than Russell
Sage; the Missouri Pacific, controlled abso¬
lutely, the pet of Jay Gould, and the West¬
ern Union Telegraph, on which the family
has had its grip for a great number of
years.
For a long time the public is said to have*

made emphatic its loss of confidence, and
there has been a gradual decline all along
the line of Gould securities. There has
been such a tide setting in aga'nst them that
the bear interest has added its hammering
in most unkindly fashion, and the result
has been startling. /,
Take qne day's figures as a sample: Yes¬

terday Texas Pacific sold at 8%, a decline
from 9%; St. Louis Southwestren pre¬
ferred stock sold at 9M>, which was, start-
liiigly low; Missouri' Pacific went to 18
from 20y2; Western Union sold &t 80V4, a
drop in one day from Manhattan Ele¬
vate*! touched 87%, falling from 91%. Tbis
was more than ordinarily severe, perhaps,
yet Jt shows the downward tendency.
And there are said to be special reasons

for this state of things which financiers
will not misunderstand. Western Union, that
water soaked stock of the Goulds, is iot
the monopoly it formerly was. It still has
the Bell Telephone Company, but a new

telephone corporation has been formed in
the West, backed with plenty of money,
by conservative, careful men, who mean
busihess. Signs are not lacking t.liat they
will league themselves with the Postal
Telegraph Company, to fight the Western
Union and the Bell. The natural outcome
is for the old telegraph and the old tele¬
phone company to pool issues against the
new telegraph company and the new tele¬
phone company.
Western Vnion's Powerful Rival.
The Postal Telegraph Company is doing

all the harm It can, and it is capable'Vf a
good deal. It is new and up to date, fully
alive to business possibilities, and, better
than all, it has no watered stock. It has
now combined with the Commercial Cable
Company in fact, as well as in name, and
that counts for much, i ormerly there was
a working agreement, but it held only at
the pleasure of the stockholders of the two
concerns, and might be ruptured on short
notice.
The Western Union is weli known to be

over capitalized. Jay Gould said it did not
look well for the corporation to pay a
large dividend on such a small capital
stock, and, of course, that was a fault
easily remedied, and It was by watering the
stock to an hitherto unheard of exteut.

Its lines go everywhere, but they $reold, expensive to keep in repair, and m<ire
expensive to replace with the eopper cir¬
cuits with which the Postal is so strongly
provided, and with which it is reaching out
in every direction. The Western Union is
building new lines, too, but It takes a vast
amount of money, and as the stocks decline
the holders think they have cause for Com¬
plaint.

It is much the same with the Manhattan

FOUNDER OF A FORTUNE AND SONS WHO HANDLE

Elevated. It is old and out of dat£. and 1 *or
years has been marked by Incompeteiit
mamigemen*, and Injured by unheard o t
penuriousness. It has been slow to maki?
needed repairs on the structure itself, and
it is fast getting into a state that will cost
a great deal of money to make good.

It is said in Wall street that the elevated
is not earning its dividends, and that it
hasn't been doing so for a year past; that
every quarter has shown a deficiency,
which has been paid for out of the surplus.
It is claimed there has been talk on the
part of certain bondholders of bringing suit
to stop this, it being maintained that dis¬
rupting the surplus tended to lower the
value of the securities.

Western Roads In Bad Shape.
The Missouri Pacific has long suffered

from bad rumors. All the Pacific syster_n
controlled by the Goulds has been in t lie
dumps for several years, and the last sb.ow-4ng of the St. Louis & Southwestern, Ed¬
die Gould's road, was a poor one.
This scion of the Gould family is hand¬

icapped by his fight with the I>'iamond
Match Company. In that corporation are
such moneyed men of the West a's P. I). Ar¬
mour and George M. Pullman. Banded
with them are a lot of lesser cattle men,
and together they form a strong combina¬
tion. They are said to feel t he necessityof advancing Diamond Matcii stock, be¬
cause it is largely held as collateral bv the
Chicago banks. This stock has shrunk to
a woeful degree since the \;ioore Brothers
were obliged to close thf lr doors, whichfailure caused the Chicago Stock Exchangeto close temporarily.
Eddie Gould is said to 'aave caused that

failure, and the Armours and the .Pullmanshave camped on his tra\i for hrs part in
their misfortune. Diamo ud Match had goneto a high figure because of a report that
President Barber had s old machinery and
patents to the French G overnment. YoungMr. Edwin Gould sent his personal agentto France and broke Vhe Barber negotia¬tions, at the sajne tim e being short of the
market on the Uteunond Match stock.
The Missouri- Tacific is the heaviest car¬rier of cattle from the ranges of theSouthwest to Chicago and Kansas City,and these men in a large degree controlthose shipments. The y have hit Mr. Gould

where he hit them.on his pocketbook.They have diverted shipments from the
Gould lines, going so far as to force ship¬
pers to drive beef on hoof to shipping pointsother than the Missouri Pacific.
Another weakening Ifactor of the Missouri

Pacific lies in the fac t that some time agothe road took within itself a lot of feeder
roads, which, since the bad times set in,
have proved to be stjekers of the parentcompany's vitality. O n their bonds interest
was guaranteed, and. in some cases, divi¬
dends on stocks. Thf-se, in almost every in¬
stance, have had to be 0'ai'd by the parent
property. There is. railroad men say. no
finer property in the world than the Mis¬
souri Pacific, but th'e outlay it has made in
equipping these fet'der roads has kept it
poor and has foree'd its stock to the very
low price which at present obtains in this
market.

Decline of the Elevated.
The same lack of confidence obtains on

the Manhattan Elevated. Its structure
needs painting, yet it. goes on paying divi¬
dends, said to come otff of its surplus. One
cause for its impoverished prospect is the
strong competition ot the surface lines
operated by cable, which now parallel its
tracks and make fast time between the
Battery and Harlem, and further outlyingdistricts.

When the election was held recently it
was anticipated that some fresh blood
would go in. Instead of that all the di¬
rectors elected were Gould men. Wall
Street saw In this action a cause for sell¬
ing the "L" stocks, and they fell off in
the open market 2 or o points.
No later than yesterday Mortimer Hend¬

ricks, one of the bondholders, askefl at Al-

r

'any for the removal of the directors, and
'hearing is to be had on December 23.
?-eorge Gould stands as high in royal
^¦jty abroad as he does in finance at

1 ?; Howard is deep in yachting and
Jrrl,_.ri i"s at war with the Diamond Match
p'' n* ny, in which, so it Is said by many,

Lfo.4s a good chance to get hurt before
ne stan<, riophrpd
a truce 8 aeciarea-

Amelia Bingham, V/hose Husband Tried to Whip "Bob" Milliard.
She is the pugilistic actor's leading lady and declined to submit to a reduction In

her salary. Her husband resented certain words the actor used in d). -inj:
subject, and a rough and tumble fight fol lowed, in which Hilliard is sai< d aave ost

.lme brlgfct, red blood.

Pugilistic Actor Caught
Tartar in His Leading

Lady's Husband,

Scuffle in a Philadelphia Dressing
Room That Was

Exciting.
Row Was All About a Proposed Five

Dollar Reduction in Amelia Bip.g-
ham's Weekly Salary.

BINGHAM IS LITTLE, BUT "NERVY.'

Hiiliard, However, Is Quite Certain That He
Came Out of the Wild Encounter

with His Usual Flying
Colors.

Philadelphia, Deo. 18.."Bob" Hiiliard,
whose reputation as a boxer is as wide¬
spread as his ability as an actor, had an
encounter v. ith Lloyd Bingham, husband of
Amelia Bingham, Hilliard's leading lady, in

the latter's dressing room at the Walnut
Street Theatre on Sunday night.
"When the stage hands called "time" on

the first round, which also was the last,
"Handsome Bob's" features were somewhat
out of gear and a stream of blood flowed
from his nose, while Bingham nursed sev¬

eral good-sized bumps on his head.
The fight took place after the rehearsal on

Sunday afternoon. According to Bingham,
Hilliard walked into the dressing room and
remarked that he proposed to reduce jirs.
Bingham's salary $5 per week. Mr. and
Mrs. Bingham remonstrated at this, but
Mr. Hilliard insisted on his point, and
added that the $5 did not make any differ¬
ence to him, and to demonstrate this he
said he would buy her $5 worth of flowers.
Mrs. Bingham said she would rather have

the money, but Hilliard replied that he
wanted it understood that the members of
his company would do as he wished.
"Well, we don't have to do as you wish,",

said Bingham.
Hilliard then, says Bingham, used

language that positively burned. Bingham
jumped to his feet and struck him on the
nose, drawing first blood. Recovering him¬
self, Hilliarc^ rushed at his opponent and
then followed a good old London prize
ring bout.
Down on the floor the two men fell, roll¬

ing over each other, jabbing right and
left, while Mrs. Bingham loudly called for
help.
When the stage hand6 arrived Hilliard

and Bingham were pulled apart, and Hil¬
liard left the dressing room, after several
times declaring that Bingham had struck
him first.

Bingham's Side of the Story.
"Hilliard wanted to reduce my wife's

salary in the season," said Bingham to-day,
"but we refused the reduction. When we
closed in Chicago the compauy came back
to New York, and last week Hilliard got us
together for this Philadelphia engagement.
We agreed, providing my wife was to be
laid her oiiginal salary. Hilliard knew

^is and agreed to it.
,'The 'scrap' affair was patched up on

.yjo,iday, and Hilliard paid my wife her

gala.ry in advance and apologized to her.

^ to be outdone, I purchased a wreath

of'powers Monday, and, with a note apolo-
g for having hit him, I sent them to

HUHard" Sent back to me tIiat niSht,
an insulting letter, and said he oughtwith , , , ,,

to bl.eak my head."

pj.jjiard's version of the affair Is this:
.you know we have been in hard luck all

- I lost a lot of money, but paid up
jl j c»wed the company. Last week Man-

,,.er jlowe, of the Walnut, offered me a

week ancl * called the company together.
j to]^ them they would have to stand a

small ^ecrease in salary, and all agreed
"

Mrs. Bingham. I agreed to pay her
'* 11 salary for the one week, and sheher fu .ed.

H Hnrard Sa?B He TUrasllied Him.

,'He'r husband, who has been after me all
i for a place, came with her. On

seasoi . , , , ,

y he asked me when he was to go1111 aI told him I could not say, and he
?". -said Mrs. Bingham should not playtJifn this week. I told him that I would
alter re(juee her salary, as all the others

subjnitted to this course.
"fir® ^id if I did she wouid not play any

r, and I told him to go to a warmer

^.Ee. He tried to strike mo. and I forgot
P'^was a bigger man than he was and
chrashed him. The next night he insulted
me by sending me a wreath of flov.-ers and
an apology, which I sent back wit'a a note
saying I was sorry I did not thrash hln:

^ more. Now, that's all there was *in it."

CHARITY FUNDS
HAVE GONE ASTRAY.

State Board Discovers Evi¬
dence of Wholesale Mis¬

appropriation.
Many New York Institutions

Which Keep No Books
of Account.

Unlimited Opportunities for Men Han¬
dling Contributions to Feather

Their Own Nests.

INVESTIGATIONS WILL BE ORDERED.

More Than Three Hundred Loosely Con¬
ducted Establishments in the State

Which Receive in the Course of
Each Year Over $14,000,000.

Albany, N. Y., Dec. 18..A sensation Is
promised when the annual report of the
State Board of Charities is made public
early next year, for the inspectors of the
Board have found that many of the char¬
itable institutions of the State do not keep
books of account and enormous misappro¬
priations of public and private contribu¬
tions are apprehended.
Secretary Robert W. Hebhard, of the

Board, is guarded in -what he has to say
concerning the condition of affairs, but
enough has been gleamed to show that in
many of the charitable eleemosynary, re¬
formatory or correctional institutions in the
State there have been extraordinary oppor¬
tunities for the appropriation of funds con¬
tributed by the State municipalities and
private persons, which ought to have gone
to the poor and the ailing.
Secretary Hebhard said to-night: "These

resolutions have been adopted by the
Board:

I Whereas. It appears that there are chariteble
institutions in the Stat-5 of New York who do
not keep any books of account, autf

Whereas, In the opinion of this Board, tb«
failure of any charitable institution to keep
a proper account of its receipts ind expenditures
is a great evil,
Resolved, That all the Institutions in the

State of New York, whether public or pri¬
vate, incorporated or not incorporated, which
are of a charitable, eleemosynary, reformatory
or correctional character or design, be and
they hereby are advised that each and all
such institutions should keep proper books of
tr^.mnt. which shall set forth all receipts
and expenditure, with the vouchers therefor;
and, further,
Resolved. That failure or neglect on t£e part

of any such institution to keep suet book*
of account, shall be considered such a violation
of a rule jf this Board as shall prohibit such
institution from receiving any funds from any
county, city, town or vii.'age.

Must Follow Bo ^ Rule*.
"The Board has adoptt he concludl

resolution as an additional -;ablie
pursuant to Article VIII., S?ctio. 4. of
Constitution of this State, which t

that the payments on account of iu^
of institutions shall be according to riili
made by the State Board of Charities.
"Enough has developed," continued Sec¬

retary Hebbard, "to make manifest to the
Board that great wrongs have been done
in the management of what might be
termed the second class charitable lnstrtu-
nous in New York City and other part* ef
ihe eastern district of the State. In 300
of these institutions there have been no
books of account kept and many opportuni¬
ties for persons handling the funds to feath-
er their own nests.
"I thin' that the investigation will show

misapprc -iations, but whether criminal
charges \ '111 be made is at present prob¬
lematical. This resolution of the Board
will stop any further misappropriations,
fo.- th<- Beard can force the execution of iis
orders."
The secretary refused to divulge tht

names of the implicated institutions at thin
"me. Tiw it,v iir.iice of the mow ti-e
State Board is shown by the satisfies as to
private charities, the inmates of whose in¬
stitutions number o»«>r aji<l whf\5<'
revenue for a vaar amounts to over ?14,-
(>00,000.

POLICEMAN STOPS A MOB.

Man, Enraged by Boys, Strikes Down a Child
With a Stone, and Crowd

Seeks His Life. %
Some boys were harassing Giuseppe Ca-

canala, 'twenty-eight years old, of Xo. 224
Union avenue, Williamsburg, whlie he was
on bis way home from work, last eveniig,
through Union avenue^ and he turned
around to remonstrate. Just then a flying
ball of snow, hardened with ice, struck him
square in the face, under the tight eye.
The man became furious. He started

after the boys, who ran. Then he tripped
and fell, and this enraged him the tiiore.
When he got up he picked up a stone rnd
hurled it with ah his might, hoping to strike
one of his fleeing towuenters. It miss«'d
the mark, but landed on five-year-old Gott¬
lieb Jensen, of Xo. 17 Conselyea street. The
child Wi.s knocked senseless.
Then it was Cacanala's turn to run. He

turned the corner, pursued by a mob yell¬
ing like maniacs. He ran into the arraa
of Policeman N'eal, of the Herbert Street
Station. The po iceman kept the mob ft
bay and look his prisoner to the station
house sarely.
Attention was turned to the unconscious

child. An ambulance was called from St.
Catherine's Hospital, but before its arrival
the boy had recovered consciousness. The
injured lad wos removed to the hospital.
Though cut badly, he will recover.

Senner on tlie Immigration Dill.
Immigration Commissioner Senner, when opted

yesterday concerning the new Immigration bill
as amended and passed by the United State*
Senate, said: "Had that bill been a law du.,ng

1 tha li -t year, at lenst 20 per cent more iir.mi-
' gratats would have been returned. I am free to
1 say that I do not approve of including women

in the clause referring to illiterates.


